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Carjacking Prevention Tips
Glen Ridge Police Department

Crime Prevention
How to prevent becoming a “carjacking” victim

A “Carjacking” can be defined as the taking is a vehicle from one’s person where the taking is accompanied by physical force against the victim, the threat of physical force against the victim, or the display or use of a weapon.


A potential ‘carjacker” needs to have three elements in order to commit the crime: ABILITY, DESIRE and OPPORTUNITY and if one of these elements is removed he/she will not commit the crime.  Obviously a victim will not be able to change the ABILITY of a carjacker but can make a difference as to the other elements.  A victim can arouse the DESIRE of a the carjacker by displaying fancy jewelry, leather or furs while driving or by driving a “luxury” vehicle although studies have shown that carjackings motivated merely by value of the auto were not common in North Jersey.  The element which a potential victim has most control over is the carjacker’s perceived OPPORTUNITY.


The following are tips designed to minimize OPPORTUNITY:

Carjacking Prevention Tips While Driving
· Plan your route to avoid poorly lit, isolated areas and avoid using shortcuts which may lead you through unfamiliar or high crime areas.

· Be aware of your surroundings and of the people and vehicles around you – use your side and rear view mirrors.

· Leave a space of one or two car lengths between your vehicle and the vehicle in front at traffic lights and at stop signs to allow for a quick getaway if it becomes necessary.  Drive away quickly but carefully if approached by a suspicious looking person.

· If you encounter a “bumping accident” and feel that it may be a set up, motion to the other driver to follow you and drive to the nearest Police Station, Fire House or other public place.  Be sure to report the accident to the police in order to avoid being charged with leaving the scene of an accident. 

· If you feel threatened, attempt to draw attention to yourself – honk you r horn, turn on your headlights and emergency flashers, scream, or turn on your radio full blast.

· If you believe that you are being followed don’t go directly to your destination; instead make a few turns until you determine whether you are actually being followed.  If so, drive to a crowed area to call the Police or drive to a Police Station, Fire House or Hospital. If possible, record the suspicious vehicle’s license plate number and description.

· If you have car trouble, raise the hood and then remain inside the vehicle with the doors locked and window closed.  If a stranger stops ask him/her to notify the local Police Department.
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Carjacking Prevention Tips when parking

· Park in a well lit area at night or in an area which will be well lit when you return.

· When parking at a Mall or Shopping Center, back into the parking space so that you can pull out quickly if approached by a suspicious person.

· If you observe a suspicious person lurking near your vehicle when you return to tit, walk to a safe location and remain there until the person leaves.  If the person fails to leave have someone accompany you to the car or call the Police for assistance.

· When approaching your vehicle have your keys in your hand, look into the vehicle paying special attention to the rear seat and floorboard areas before entering the car, and, once inside, lock all doors and keep the windows rolled up enough to prevent anyone from reaching inside.

· Limit the amount of time that you will be outside of your vehicle and not yet in your home such as when taking groceries out of your car.  Blow your horn when you arrive home or coordinate your arrival time so that another family member can assist you in unloading your car.

Carjacking Prevention Tips in General

· Don’t keep your house keys on the same ring as your car keys; likewise do not leave vehicle information (registration and insurance card) in the car.  A carjacker can use this information along with your house keys to gain entry into your home.
· Most Importantly – Do Not resist an armed suspect!  Your vehicle and other property can be replaced but your life cannot be.
For more information you may contact 

the 

Glen Ridge Crime Prevention Unit 

at 

973-748-4116

or

 e-mail at

juvenile@glenridgenj.org 
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